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The Time Distance Perspective to the Commission's ReportThis paper presents the application of the novel broader twodimensional monitoring system to analyse the implementation of targets for selected structural and sustainable
development indicators for the EU. It can be used across many indicators as well as across and within countries in many
fields.
S-time-distance measure as the new added dimension deals with lead or lag in time of the actual attainment in a given
year against the line to target (it is like tracking in time the actual arrivals in comparison with the train timetable). The
degree of implementation for the two EU targets specified in the Commission Report showed that the total employment
rate for EU27 was in 2007 about 2.8 years behind the line to target; for the share of the R&D expenditures in GDP S-timedistance indicates that the time delay was more than 6 years in a 6 year period, the value in 2006 was even lower than
the starting value in 2000. Â
For the later the total disappointment holds even for the reduced targets in the National Reform Programmes. For 7
countries with nearly 40 percent of the EU population the value in 2006 was lower than in 2000. Results by countries are
presented. This is not a good indication for the long-term position of EU in the world.
The analysis for 12 selected structural and sustainable development indicators for EU15 across 7 SD themes shows that
the four indicators with the greatest delays in time are related to long-term issues: sustainable transport (theme 7), share
of R&D in GDP (theme 1), total greenhouse emissions and share of electricity from renewable resources (theme 6
climate change and energy). Again, their values were worse at the end of the period than in the starting year. This type of
analysis can be repeated in the EU case for all 27 countries across a greater selected number of available indicators with
established targets. Â
These results present the situation in transparent terms with clear interpretability also to general public, which can as well
facilitate understanding of the situation, need for stronger commitment and broader participation in the Lisbon process.
SICENTER prepared a FREE WEB MONITORING TOOL to empower a broad range of stakeholders (such as
international and national organizations, NGOs, experts, managers, educators, students and media) in Europe and in the
world with an excellent presentation and communication tool that is easily understood and can support decision-making
as well as influence public opinion across many fields of concern.
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